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The newsletter covers the period 
of two quarterly issues and henceforth 
will be issued quarterly. 

In the previous issue, an article on 
FIRST CIRCULATORY LIBRARY OF 
ASIA, 1770-1786 written by a scholar- 
reader of the National Library and a noted 
authority on history of Calcutta was 
published. This issue will incorporate the £ 
remaining part of the said article wherein 
the author acquainted the readers with the 
life of John Andrews and his Circulatory 
Library more elaborately. 

During the period under review 
series of programs were designed for the 
professional library workers in the states 
of the North East of India. Trainings were 
arranged to develop knowledge and skill 
in the use of computers in library work, 3 
as also hands on training in the work of 
conservation of reading materials. 
Campaign was launched in popularizing 
the Delivery of Books Act among the 
publishers of the NE states. The forum 
was utilized to acquaint them of their 
obligations and make an appeal to deposit 


x abs f E The bookplate belonging to John Andrew's 
their publications to the National Library Library dated 1774. 


for preservation of the cultural heritage. Courtesy of the British Museum 


The major program organized during the period under report is the Workshop 
on Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954 and Conservation of Cultural 
Heritage at Guawahati, Assam in collaboration with the Directorate of Library 
Services, Assam and the Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra, Guwahati. 


(Remaining Part of the article *The First Circulatory Library of Asia? by P.T. Nair) 


LIFE OF JOHN ANDREWS 





"Mr. Andrews went to Calcutta nearly half a century age", wrote his 
contemporary who knew him best, in 1811, “in the humble character of a recruit for 
the Honorable Company's army. His education had been so much neglected that he 
could barely read or write his native tongue, but stimulated by the laudable desire of 
improvement, he applied himself to the study of English, and made a competent 
proficiency in that language. He acquired in this way an early habit of reading, 
which was the chief source of his amusement through life and continued till the day 
of his death. After the period of his military service, he received his discharge; - 
having obtained the approbation of his Superior Officers and recommended himself 
to notice by a strict sobriety, fidelity and attention to his duties, he found no difficulty 
in obtaining such pecuniary aid as added to the amount of his own savings, enabled 
him to commence, bookseller and to set on foot a CIRCULATING LIBRARY, THE 
FIRST INSTITUTION OF THAT KIND ESTABLISHED TO THE EASTWARD 
OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. He discharged the duties of his new vacation 
with credit and advantage to himself and with general satisfaction to the subscribers 
and customers"*27. : 

Constantia Hamilton, the widow of John Hamilton, pilot, whom John 
Andrews married*22, on 22nd June 1782 was a dutiful wife How she lost her first 

1 husband whom she married on 20th January 1770 is not on record. The marriage of 
‘John Andrews with Constantia Hamilton was solemnized by the Rev. William 
Johnson*23, Chaplain at St. John's Chapel*24, an apology for a church in the shape 
of two battered rooms converted for divine worship in the Old Fort William, as the 
foundation of St. John's, the new Cathedral was not yet laid. Constantia*25 daughter 
of John Andrews from this marriage was baptized at the same Chapel on 16th January 
1785. Mrs. Constantia Andrews was buried*26, on 24th February 1792 possibly in 
an unmarked grave in South Park Street Cemetery. There is no difficulty in identifying 
John Andrews as he is described as "Book seller" in the marriage register. The 
Circulating Library of John Andrews was situated by the side of the “old Commercial 
Council House” and the Rev. Long and others wrote it “in the Old Fort" for the sake 
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of convenience. A block of buildings now separates the Calcutta General Post Office 
(the site of which was occupied by the South Bastion of the Old Fort) and Hare 
Street (which was not laid down before 1800). This “Commercial Council House"*27 
was actually the dwelling house belonging to Richard Court, a survivor of the Black 
Hole, from whom the East India Company purchased the property on 22ndJune 
1757, for current Rupees 8700. The house was repaired in 1762. The following 
advertisement taken from the India Gazette*28 of 3rd March 1781 makes the position 
of the Old Commercial Council House more clear: 


“To be Let or Sold the House known by the name of the Old Council House 
next door to the Old Export Warehouse. For particulars please to enquire of 
Mr. Edward Mullins at the Commercial Council House". 


The Old Export Warehouse was according to Lord Curzon*29, a building 
erected against the south bastion of old Fort William, on the site of what is now 
known was Koila (Killa) Ghat Street: and he located the old Council House 
accordingly at or near the junction of that street with Bankshall Street. 

The Circulating Library of John Andrews, most probably occupied the site 
of McLeed House*30 of the present day (numbered 3 Netaji Subhas Road) as the 
sale deed of the Library dated 13th and 15th August 1785 testified. 

John Andrews and Constantia, his wife sold in August 1783 for Sicca Rupees 
40,000 to Alexander Macdonald and William Arnot an upper roomed house and 
ground (1 bighah and 14 cottahs), “havingto the eastwardtherof a street leading 
from the road to the south of the Great Tank to an house and premises in the 
occupation of Doctor Alexander Campbell*30a, to the westward the public street 
leading to the Esplanade, to the northward an house and premises in the occupation 
of Claud Alexander Esquire, and to the southward an house in the occupation of the 
Board of Trade and belonging to the Honourable East India Company" *3/. 

The property of John Andrews in Netaji Subhas Road, Dalhousie Square 
West is referred to in more than one document. A sale deed of 30th and 31st August 
1785 by which Thomas Lyon sells to Henry Harvey and Edward George Lud for 
4,000 pounds a lately erected house and ground is described as “fronting towards 
the south on the highway, towards the north on a certain message or tenement 
belonging to Mr. John Andrews and now in the tenure of Thomas Dashwood Esquire, 
bounded on the west... by the Old Commercial Council House"*32. Lyon's new 
building seems to be still standing in Hare Street, numbered one, where Pen Centre 
and other shops are situated, close to McLeed House. The Circulating Library in 
the Fort or more correctly, Andrews's property near the Old Commercial Council 
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House was a landmark. 

The “coal and commodious house formerly belonging to Dr. Hamiltorn"* 33 
to which the Circulating Library was shifted in 1781 was purchased by John Andrews 
in 1780. The location of this house cannot be understood from the purchase deed of 
31st March and Ist April 1780. Thomas Hamilton (Surgeon) sold to John Andrews, 
Chapman, for Sa. Rs.13000 a lower-room house and ground (2 bighas and 7 cottahs), 
“having to the eastward the ground of Bebby Asso, an old Portuguese woman, to 
the north a house belonging to Mr. Charles Child, to the south a house belonging to 
Mr. Castley and to the west the public highway". Even the description of the owner 
given in July 1785 does not help to identify the property properly: 


FOR PRIVATE SALE 


"The Commodious Lower Roomed House, formerly the OLD LIBRARY, 
with the Garden, Godowns & c. thereunto belonging, standing on two bigahs 
eleven cottahs of ground, a little more or less. For further particulars enquire 
of Mr.Andrews at the Library" *34. 

Registration Documents of 1788, 1789 and 1791 describe Andrews's 
property as being located "near Meredith's Livery Stables in Nelepookoor Gully"*35. 
Nalpukur Lane, the old “Nelepookoor Gully”, which took off from 18 Prinsep 
Street,off Meredith's Livery Stables (now represented by Meredith Street) is no 
longer with us, except in Corporation Ward Maps. 

Old Calcutta Directories have listed John Andrews as living at Chinsurah. 
This is corroborated by a Sale Deed of July 1800, the purport of which was : John 
Andrews "formerly of Calcutta and now of Chinsurah" sold his property "near 
Meredith’s Livery Stables in Nalpookoor Gully” for Sa. Rs.16,500 to Joseph 
Bareto* 36. 

John Andrews also owned property in the vicinity of Dalhouse Square and 
Park Street. Stephen Cassan, Sheriff of Calcutta, under a writ of the Supreme Court, 
dated 18th of November 1786 directed him to distrain on the property of George 
Williamson “for money due to John Andrews” sold for Rs. 30,300 an upper roomed 
house and ground standing on 3 bighas of land at "Cutch Guddy Gaut"*37 (Cutchu 
Goodee Ghat - Cutch Goode Ghat = Colvin's Ghat), now occupied by State Bank of 
India's Regional Office, Samvriddhi Bhavan, on Strand Road, next to the High 
Court. George Williamson* 38 mortgaged to John Andrews for Rs.40000 a dwelling 
house and ground (1 bigha and 4 chittacks) near Champaul(=Chandpal) Ghaut for 
which the title deed is dated the 31st August and 1st September 1785. Andrews also 
owned property in the Park Street area as a Lease of an upper-roomed house and 
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ground, (4 bighas...) in Park Street near Colingah, is described on 25th September 
1810 as "on the south by the Burying Ground Road... west by a house and ground 
` belonging or lately belonging to the estate of Mr. Andrews deceased" *39. 

During the residence of John Andrews at Chinsurah*40 (=Hooghly), a boy of 
about four years old was found missing, stolen or destroyed from his house in 
September 1799. A reward was offered by advertisements in the Calcutta Gazette 
for restoration of the boy. 

"Sicca Rs. 500 reward. Whereas on Sunday the 7th April, on a visit to Mr. 
John Andrews at Hooghly, about the hour of six in the evening, a boy, about 4 years 
of age, answering to the name of Bobby Oakes, was secreted, stolen, or destroyed, 
in or from the premises of Mr. John Andrews. The boy was of fair complexion, and 
spoke the English and native languages; and was of uncommon strength for his age. 
If any person or persons will give information to any of his Majesty's Justices of the 
Peace at Calcutta, the Magistrates of Chinsurah or of Hooghly so as to bring any 
one or more of the parties so concerned and offending to justice, shall on conviction, 
receive a reward of five hundred rupees, to be paid by Mr. Richard Oakes, of 
Chinsurah", — September 5, 1799. 

"Sicca Rupees 600 reward. A child lost, on a visit with his father, Mr. Richard 
Oakes, on the 7th April last, at the house of Mr. J. Andrews*40a, Hooghly; a boy of 
about four years of age answering to the name of Bobby Oakes; whoever can give 
certain information concerning him, to any of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace of 
Calcutta or elsewhere, or to Mr. Oakes, or to Mr. Andrews at Chinsurah, on conviction 
shall have 600 Rupees reward. The hat and shoes of the child said to have been 
found upstairs after he was lost were put down in the presence of his father before 
dinner, and they were left, when after dinner he ran from his father downstairs to 
play. He was lost between the hours of five or six in the afternoon, when Mr. Oakes 
and Mr. Andrews were upstairs, and the servants of the former together with those 
of the latter to the number of about 14, were below, in almost every part of the 
premises, which circumstances seem to have been invidiously concealed in some 
former advertisement. Let the public hear and judge. For their satisfaction and the 
vindication of insulated innocence and hospitality, it is further mentioned that the 
most probable way of the child's being lost was by his going down the steps which 
lead from the premises into the water, and falling in; the gate at that time, according 
to custom, for the bringing up of water, being open for about half an hour. - A. 
Andrews" *40b. 

Andrews returned to Calcutta sometime after this incident and died at his villa 
at Russapugla (= Bhowanipore/Kalighat) in August 1810. The obituary notice of 
the Asiatic Annual Register is reproduced here in full*4/. 
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Mr. JOHN ANDREWS 


(This extraordinary character could not be placed in a more striking 
opposition, than in contrast with the last - Charles Weston. The one is exhibited 
as an incentive to imitation, the other as an object to be shunned. Each may 
act, though in a different way, equally beneficial to the navigator in the wide 
and perilous ocean of life; either as a Sea-mark to guide him in safety to the 
haven of his hope, or a beacon to warn him against the danger of the sunken 
and treacherous shoal). 


“Mr. J. Andrews, who lately died at his villa at Russapuglah, near 
Calcutta, was a gentleman, though unadorned with the accomplishments of nature 
or art, though somewhat rugged both in the interior and exterior man, though claiming 
no eulogium for those virtues, that commonly make the principal figure in 
posthumous commemoration, yet demanding a short notice, that may be made 
perhaps, usefully somewhat more than the mere record of the date of his exit from 
the drama of life. In contemplating his worldly career, we may discern the good 
effects of industry, perseverance, and economy, on the one hand; and, on the other, 
the vanity of riches, and the folly of their accumulation. (The next paragraph is 
omitted as it has already been reproduced in the beginning of his life). 

"By a close attention to business, and by rigid economy, he found himself in 
the course of a few years, possessed of a competency, upon which, about the year 
1789, he retired from business; determined to pass the residue of his days in ease 
and domestic peace. But in the acquisition of wealth he had nurtured a passion that 
was to disturb with anxiety and care, the evening of his life. Instead of regarding 
wealth as the instrument of happiness; as the means of discharging these duties, and 
fulfilling those propensities, which form the only rational source of human pleasure, 
and which render the individual useful and respectable in society, he considered the 
mere possession of the riches as the summum bonum, — as necessarily bringing 
with it, all that is valuable in life; and that in possession of sufficient wealth, happiness 
necessarily followed, thus unfortunately mistaking the means for the end. -Under 
this fatal delusion, to save and to accumulate engrossed his whole attention; and his 
propensity, like all others, gained daily force by habitual indulgence; — to part with 
money, however small the sum, was viewed as the most painful of all contingencies 
the discharge of his pecuniary engagements was a direful distress and never 
performed when it could be conveniently avoided; he would readily consent to 
allow interest on the claim of a creditor, merely to protract the that was to take but 
a mite from his useless hoard; and the necessity of defraying his current expenses, 
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tended to embitter his peace of mind, in proportion as it interfered with his darling 
scheme of accumulation; from the same. cause, the performance of those duties to 
his family and relations, that required the expenditure of money, were deferred or 
neglected. 

"Mr. Andrews, like most other men, who makes the possession of wealth the 
mean of their own unhappiness, beguiled himself with the monstrous belief that the 
day would yet come, when he should enter upon the rational enjoyment of his wealth, 
when he should find fit occasion to dilate in the exercise of liberality, and to give a 
scope to a generous feeling. But he expected what, in the nature of things, was 
impossible; - to him, such an occasion could never arrive: the man who is haunted 
with the fear of doing good too soon, must necessarily be sent out from the 
opportunity, — But in truth, his fear had yielded to the natural effect of avarice, and 
had long been insensible to any other enjoyment than the morbid pleasure of hoarding. 
From these views we may contemplate the death of Mr. Andrews with advantage, 
not merely as a memento mori, but as conveying a lesson of practical utility, since it 
shows the misery inseparably connected with avarice, and the folly of husbanding 
up the designs of benevolence for some future and more fitting opportunities; it 
shows, too, the true means of attaining happiness, by doing good in the day that is 
before us, not trusting to future seasons, and future good intentions, which fate may 
put beyond our reach, or our weakly constitution, influenced by counteractive 
passions and impressions, may unhappily contravene". 


Legacy and Relic of Andrews 


John Andrews was the first to establish a Circulating Library in the whole of 
Asia, if not in the Eastern hemisphere. He was also the first in Bengal to set up a 
printing press, for Halheds A GRAMMAR OF THE BENGAL LANGUAGE*42 
was printed at his press at Hooghly. There is no difficulty in identifying Mr. Andrews 
as he is described as a bookseller by all authorities. 

Andrews seems to have kept up his printing establishment in Hooghly or more 
correctly at Chinsurah since he launched his Circulating Library in 1770 or so for 
which he had to issue catalogues in the absence of a newspaper for announcing 
periodical arrivals. We have already seen that he settled in Chinsurah after the sale 
of his Library to Macdonald and Arnot. Mofakhkhar Hussain Khan *43 wrote in 
August 1999: “If Andrews had a printing press at all he would have established it in 
Calcutta where he had his book and other business instead of setting it up at 
Chinsurah, Hooghly. For, were it in Calcutta, it would have been better for him to 
avail himself of the opportunity of getting work from the government and commercial 
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concerns. Since not a single piece of letterpress printing produced by Andrews has 
yet been discovered, it appears that he did not have a letterpress". Government did 
not use printed stationery and proclamations were read aloud from the gate of the 
Fort by beat of drum and affixed at some prominent place. There were no business 
houses to patronize a printing press in those days. Even the Asiatic Society designed 
a Letterhead only 50 years after its existence. All official and private correspondence 
was written on plain paper as we could not handle a single prited item of stationery 
in the Asiatic Society up to 1841. There were few authors in Calcutta between 1770 
and 1780 who wrote books and published them. Halhed's Grammar was printed at 
the press of Andrews and the fact is acknowledged by all authorities. We should 
ignore the statement of Mufakhkhar Husain Khan as he had no knowledge of Calcutta 
of the first 8 decades of the 18th centrury. Even Hicky *44 printed Almanacs for 
Rev. J. Z. Kiernander without disclosing his identity. The only work he got from 
Government was an order for printing Army Regulations, for which he received 
one-tenths of his bill after 8 years. The existence of the printing press of John 
Andrews in Chinsurah, Hooghly in 1778 cannot be denied as Halhed's Grammar 
bears testimony to it. We have, in fact, evidence of Andrews undertaking printing in 
1774. He could not carry on with his business of a Circulating Library without 
issuing catalogues from time to time for which a printing press was a necessity for 
him. He could have published the list of additions from time to time to his library in 
the newspapers only after 1780. 


A bookplate of the Circulating Library of John Andrews, dated 1774, was 
reproduced*45 by Abul Fazl M. Fazle Kabir to illustrate his "English Libraries in 
18th century - Bengal" in the Journal of Library History, published from Texas, in 
the Fall of 1979, courtesy British Museum. This bookplate is certainly a Collector's 
item on account of its artistic design. On the top of the plate is the inscription 
UTILE DULCI, which may mean helpful with agreeable. The words "JOHN 
ANDREWS'S Circulating Library" are engraved prominently at the foot of the 
plate and the words Calcutta 1774 on the top after UTILE DULCI. The engraver's 
name "Shepperd for John Andrews's Circulating Library was one of his earliest 
works, for he was only 24 at the time of its execution. The engraving was printed 
probably by Andrews at his press at Chinsurah, Hooghly *47. The printing of the 
bookplate of his Circulating Library as wellas Halhed's Grammar at his press at 
Chinsurah, Hooghly are established facts subject to no contradiction and if credit 
be denied to Andrews for such pioneering patriotic ventures, we shall be suppressing 
everying laudable, simply because he was an individual not connected with the East 
India Company's ruling elite, who alone ate the plum-cakes. Those who asserted 
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themselves were either packed off to Europe or prosecuted. The fate of James 
Augustus Hicky and William Bolts did not befall on John Andrews as he denied 
credit for what was due to him. Charles Wilkins would have been nothing but for 
Panchanan Karmakar and Joseph Shepperd. Let the devil be given his due and let 
us hail Kohn Andrews as the Father of the Circulating Library Movement in India 
and as the Father of Printing in Eastern India. All pioneers were either prosecuted 
or ignored and the fate of John Andrews was not different. 


NOTES AND REFERENCES 





21. Asiatic Annual Register, vol. 12 (1810-1811). ‘Characters’, pp. 452-453. 

The head note (put in brackets) as well as the remainder of the obituary tribute is 

reproduced below. Use of capitals in the penultimate sentence of this quotation has 

been resorted by us for the sake of emphasis. 

22. Bengal Past & Present, vol. 7 (1911), p. 167; BPP, vol. 28 (1924), p.216. 

23. Bengal Past & Present, vol. 7 (1911), p.167. 

24. St. Kohn's Church was constructed only on 24th June 1787, the foundation 

stone having been laid on 6th April 1784. 

25. Bengal Past & Present, vol. 28, p. 197. 

26. BPP, vol. 14, p. 212 note; BPP, vol. 28, p. 216. There is no monument to her 

in that burial ground, Bengal Obituary contains no entry for her. 

27. Nair, P. T., A History of Calcutta's Streets, Calcutta, 1987, pp. 273-74. We 

are sorry for stating that the Council House was situated near the Old Court House, 

the site of which is now occupied by St. Andrew's Church, Dalhousie Square. 

28. Some selections from the India Gazette were published in the Bengal Past & 

Present, vol. 46, Sr. No.91 (July-Sept. 1933), pp. 37-41. 

29. BPP, vol. 46, Sr. No. 91 (1933), note, on the authority of Lord Curzon's British 

Government in India, vol. 1, p. 32. The Bengal Directory of 1855 in giving the 

names of occupants of Dalhousie Square North & West says: “7 - 23. Writers’ 

Buildings; Here Clive Street intersects; 24. The Custom House (now, 2001, occupied 

by GPO);Old Export Ware-house & Military Offices; 25. Shaw & Co., wine 

merchants;26. Gauger, Jenkins & Co., Merchants and agents; W.E.Jenkins & Co., 

firm of ditto;27. Hewick & Co., military and naval tailors-J.A. Hewick, firmof ditto; 

28.Commercial Bank of Bombay; J.S. McLachalan, Agent; 28. (?Vacant).Here 

Hare Street on the west and Council House Street on the south intersects; 29. 

Exchange Hall & Ware Rooms (now Hongkon Shanghai Banking Corporation)". 
Thacker's Bengal Directory of 1885 has the following entries for Dalhousie 
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Square:- 1 to 11 omitted. 12 to 23 Writers' Buildings. Here is Clive Street, west 24. 
Custom House; 25. General Post Office. Here is KoylahGhat Street. 26. Shaw & 
Co.; 27. W. B. Mactavish & Co., D. Mactavish& W.B.Mactavish; Calcutta Tramways 

. Co. Ltd.; Engineer's Office; Office of Standard Life Assurance Co; 28. The Chartered 
Mercantile Bank of India, London & China.; W.T. Smellie, H.G. Fadler, & J. K. 
Moir;Dawson & Co., Calcutta Steam Laundry Co. Ltd., D.Bain, H. W. Woodhall, 
PT. Evatt, H.Robinson, K.S.Fraser; 29. Ist & 2nd Flat Commercial Union Assurance 
Co. of London, Fire, Life & Marine;Upper Flat, R.S.Harvard & E.Hall. Here are 
Hare & Council House Streets, South. 30 & 31. The Exchange. Mackenzie Lyall & 
Co. 32 to 34 omitted. 

The Old Export warehouse was still standing in 1855; but in 1855 the site is 
vacant. Shaw & Co. (now Shaw Wallace & Co. Ltd., Wallace House) occupied the 
same position. 

30. McLeed House of McLeed & Co. Ltd. Of today occupied premises No.26 
& 27 of Dalhousie Square West (Bengal Directory of 1855) and premises No.28 
of Dalhousie Square West (Thacker's Bengal Directory of 1885). 
30a. Dalhousie Square West (changed into Clive Street and new designated 
Netaji Subhas Road), premises Nos.1 to 8, where McLeed House, Wallace House, 
Calcutta GPO, Calcutta Collectorate, Reserve Bank Building etc. are situated. 
Westward - the road (widened and renamed Hare Street), leading to High 
Court in the Esplanade West. 

Northward - premises occupied by Shaw & Co. in 1855 & 1885. 

Southward - Board of Trade (the extensive pile of Central Govt. buildings 
from Hare Street to the middle of Council House Street, upto St. John’s Church 
parsonage). 

There is no mention of Hare Street in this Deed as it was not in existence in 
1784. (Maps of Mark Wood and Upjohn - 1784 & 1793 - do not indicate Hare 
Street). It was laid down by the Lottery Committee after 1817 or so. 
31. Firminger, W.K., ‘Materials for the History of Calcutta Steets and Houses, 
1780-1834’, Bengal Past & Present, vol. 14 (1917), p. 16. Deed No.1047. Macdonald 
& Arnot subsequently mortgaged this property for Current Rupees 72,800 to Charles 
Purling. 
32. BPP, vol. 14, p. 32 (Deed No. 1120). 
33. BPP, vol 14, p. 192 (Deed Dndo. 2209). 
34. Calcutta Gazette, vol. III, No. 74), Thursday, July 28, 1785,p. 6.When the 
property was purchased from Dr. Hamilton, the area mentioned was 2 bighas, 7 
cottahs. This advertisement makes the area 2 bighas and l1cottahs, an addition of 4 
cottahs. Perhaps this additon was made by Andrews by purchase for which we 
could not locate any document. 


10 


Macdonald & Arnot advertised in the Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of 
Thursday, 18th August 1785, saying "having purchased the House and Library of 
John Andrews". The ground attached to the premises was sold by Andrews only 
1800 for Rs.16,500. The purchase price of the Library together with its building 
and goodwill is not disclosed. 

35. Deeds No. 1578, dated 12th September 1788 (BPP, vol. 14, p. 172), 1660, 
dated 21st May 1789 (BPP, vol. 14, p. 177) and 1910, dated 18th November 1791 
(BPP, vol. 14, p.183). 

36. Deed No. 2210; BPP, vol. 14, p. 192. 

37. Deed No. 1366, dated 27th December 1786; BPP, vol. 14, p.149. 

38. Deed No. 1060; BPP, vol. 14, p. 27. 

39. Deed No. 2448 dated 25.9.1810; BPP, vol. 14, p. 203. The name of Badamtallah 
was changed to Burying Ground Road after 1764 and it was redesignated Park 
Street, after Sir Elijah Impey's deer park there, after1820. (Nair, P.T., History of 
Calcutta Streets, s.v. Park Street). 

40. Bengal Past & Present, vol. I, July-Dec. 1907, pp. 203-204. These two 
advertisements are taken from Calcutta Gazette of 5th and 12th Sept. 1799. 

40a. Read “J. Andrews" here for “A. Andrews"; ‘A’ being a printing or copying 
mistake. 

40b. Read “J. Andrews" here for "A. Andrews"; ‘A’ being a printing or copying 
mistake, as in the beginning of the first advertisement the fullname is given. 
41.Asiatic Annual Register, vol.12 for 1810-1811, as we have said earlier Supra 21. 
42.Title Page of Halhed's Grammar reads: "PRINTED AT HOOGHLY in Bengal 
MDCCLXXVIIT". J.C.Marshman in his Life and Times of Carey, Marshman and 
Ward (London, 1859, vol. I, p.159). Marshman did not perhaps know the first name 
of Andrews, like others, among whom.is included the name of the Rev. James 
Long. , 

43. Khan, M.H., The Bengal Book; History of Printing and Bookmaking, 1667- 
1866, vol. I, Bangla Academy, Dhaka, August 1999, pp. 70-71. 

44. Details in P.T.Nair's (1) A History of the Calcutta Press: The Beginnings, 
Calcutta 1987, pp. 16-92 and 228-247 for Hicky and (2) Hicky and His Gazette, 
Calcutta, 2001. Khan has not reproduced Belts's specimen of Bengali types from 
his Considerations, part 2, vol III, London, 1775. 

45. M. H. Khan has not cited this reference, but has reproduced the book 

plate of John Andrews's Circulating Library in his book (Plate No. LXIII, on page 
496). 








46. M. H. Khan spells “Shepherd”, pp. 54-58, whereas the engraver himself writes 

his name "Shepperd" and his monument also does so in South Park Street cemetery 

(Bengal Obituary, p. 74). 
46. From the tenor of the arguments of M. H. Khan, op. cit., pp. 70-71, he is 
inclined to give credit to Andrews for copper plate printing. The Circulating Library 
of John Andrews contained about 10,000 works for which bookplates were required. 
A Circulating Library without bookplates was difficult to operate. We don't know 
how he managed printing such a vast number of bookplates, unless he had facility 
for itat his Letter Press at Chinsurah/Hooghly. The letterpress was busy with printing 
of catalogues from time to time with the arrival of every ship, which brought the 
latest cargoes of books as well for sale at his bookshop. John Andrews' establishment 
must have been very big for he carried on the business of a Circulating Library, and 
a bookshop, where Europe goods, which include foreign liquors, were exposed for 
sale. i 


SOME OF THE BOOKS SOLD BY JOHN ANDREWS AT HIS 


CIRCULATING LIBRARY 
Thursda ber 7th, 17: 
LIBRARY 


Mr. Andrews begs leave to acquaint the Ladies and Gentlemen of the Settlement that the 
following books remain unsold, being part of the elegant collection lately arrived from 
London. 

Complete set of Churchill's Voyages, adorned with copper plates, 8 vols., folio. 
Complete set of the Ancient and Modern Universal History, 64 vols., 8vo. with cuts. 
Orme's History of the Late War, 3 vols., 4 to , with cuts. 

Sime's Military Service, 1 vol., 4to. 

Geographical Magazine, 23 numbers, 4to, with cuts. 

Ward's English Gramar, | vol., 4to. 

Harris's Voyage, 2 vols., folio, with cuts. 

Bickham's Penmanship, | vol., folio. 

Dictionary of the World, 2 vols., folio. 

Dictionary of Arts and Sciences, 3 vols., 4to. 

Burket on the New Testament, | vol., folio. 

Sportsman’s Dictionary, 1 vol., 4to, with cuts. 

Burleigh's State Papers, 2 vols., folio. — . 

Campbell's Political Survey, 2 vols., 4to. 

—.Lives of the Admirals, 4 vols., 8vo. 

State Trials, 11 vols., folio. 

Stuart’s History of Scotland, 2 vols., 4to, also in 8vo., 2 vols. 
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Richardson's Persian Dictionary, 2 vols., folio. 
Carner's Universal Traveller, | vol., folio, with cuts. 
Brisbane's Anatomy of Painting, | vol., folio. 
Birch's History of the Royal Society, 4 vols., 4to. 
Lewis' New Dispensatory, | vol., 8vo. 

Halhed's Gentoo Laws, | vol., 8vo. 

Blackstone's Commentaries, 4 vols., 8vo. 

Andrew's remarks on French and English Ladies, | vol., 8vo. 
Lord Kames on Education, | vol., 8vo. 

—On the Principles of Morality, 1 vol., 8vo. 
Gogul's Arts and Science, 3 vols., 8vo. 
Stockhouse's History of the Bible, 6 vols., 8vo. 


Bruenonia Elimnta Medicine, 1 vol, 12m., 
Barclay's English Dictionary, | vol., 8 vo. 

Gordon's Book keeping, | vol., 8vo. 

Veneroni's Italian and English Grammar, | vol., 8vo. 
Carretti's Phraseology, | vol., 8vo. 

Phillidore on Chess, | vol., 8vo. 

Moore's Navigation, | vol., 8vo. New Edition. 
Entick's English and Latin Dictionary, 1 vol., small 4to. 
English Dictionary, 1 vol. Small 4to. 

Mortimer's Student's Pocket Dictionary, | vol., 8vo. 
Pleasing Instructer, 2 vols., 12mo. 

Chesterfield's Letters, 4 vols., 8vo. 

Clermont's Cookery, | vol., 8vo. 

Glasse's Cookery, | vol., 8vo. 

Farley's Cookery, 1 vol., 8vo. 

Muller's Works complete, 7 vols., 8vo. 

Turkish Spy, 8 vols., 12me. 

Johnson's Dictionary, 2 vols., 8vo. 

Duncan's Medical cases, | vol., 8vo. 

Abbe Raynal's Revolution of America, | vol., 8vo. 
Priestley's Repository, 3 vol., 8vo. 

— Institutes of Religion, 2 vols., 8vo. 

Goldsmith's Natural History, 8 vols., 8vo. 

Wheeler's Botanist's and Gardener's New Dictionary, | vol., 8vo. 
Voltaire's Age of Lewis XIV and XV, 3 vols., 8vo. 
— Philosophical History, 1 vol., 8vo. 

— Memoirs, | vol., 8vo. 


Bottarelli's Latin, English and French Dictionary, 3 vols., 8vo. 
Arabian Nights' Entertainment, 3 vols., 8vo. 
Monre on the Diseases of the Army, 1 vol., 8vo. 
Hadley’s Moor Grammar, | vol., 8vo. 
` Josephus’ Works, 6 vols., 8vo. 
Bell's British Theatre, 21 vols., 12me. 





(From Calcutta Gazette, Thursday, October 7th, 1784; Selections from Calcutta Gazette 
by Seton-Karr, vol. I, pp. 56-58). 


Thursday, November 18th, 1784 





: LIBRARY 
Mr. Andrews respectfully informs the Ladies and Gentlemen of the Settlement that the 
following valuable books remain unsold being part of the choice collection lately imported 
from London. 


Vols. 
Bickham's Penmanship 1 folio 
Dictionary of the World 2 folio 
Sportsman's Dictionary 1 4to 
Farmer's do 8 1/ 
Burghley's State Papers 2 folio 
Littleton's Life of Henry II, and works 54to 
Ancient and Moden Universal History with cuts 64 8vo 
Hawkin's History of Music 5 4to 
Stuart's History of Scotland 2 4to 
Forest’s Voyage to New Guinea | / 
Parker's evidence of Transactions in the East Indies 1 
Gesner's Edylles, with cuts " g/l 
Principles of Law and Government V 
Carver's Universal Traveller, with elegant cuts 1 folio 
Cunningham's Law Dictionary 2// 
Birch's History of the Royal Society 4 4to 
Richardson's Persian Dictionary 2// 
Bailey's Dictionary 1/ 
Barretti's English and Italian Dictionary 38vo 
Bottarelli's English and Italian Dictionary 1/ 
Entick's English and Latin Dictionary 1A 
— Englsih ditto 1/ 
Procter's Dictionary of Arts and Sciences 4 Il 
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Johnson's Dictionary 2 
Brisbane’s Anatomy of Painting 1 folio 
Campbell's Political Survey 2 4to 


(From the Calcutta Gazette, Thursday, November 18th, 1784; Seton-Karr's Selections 
from Calcutta Gazette vol. I, pp. 64-65) 


TI la e r 
FOR SALE AT T) IBRARY 


JUST IMPORTED 


Hoole's Aristo, in 5 vols. 

Richardson' Persian Dictionary, 2 vols., folio 
Raynal's History of India, in 8 vols., 8vo 

Dr. Watson's Philip III, 1 vol. 4to 

Johnson's English Dictionary, 2 vols. 
Bailey's // II , I vol. 
Barclay's — // Jl , | vol. 
Entick’s English and Latin Dictionary, | vol. 
Lord Kames on Education, 1 vol. 

Bossuet’s Universal History. 





(From Calcutta Gazette, Thursday, December 2nd, 1784; Seton-Karr’s Selections from 
Calcutta Gazette, vol. I, pp. 66-67) 


Miscellany: 


The Library organized as usual, extention lecture by a noted authority on the 


history of Kolkata Dr. P. Thangappan Nair on ‘Asia’s first Circulating Library (1770- 
1986) in Calcutta'. The lecture was held on August 14, 2001 in the Library's 
exhibition hall. 


Visitors of the Library: 


Js 


f^ 


Sh. Suresh Jang, Assistant Librarian, Gulbarg University, Gulbarg. 


2. Sh. Mallikarjun Angadi, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. 
3. 
4. Dr. Ernst Prets, Deputy Director of Austrian Academy of Sciences, Asian 


Dr. David Magier, Columbia University Library, New York. 


Institute, Vienna, Austria. 
Mr. David L. Curley, Associate Professor, Dept. of Liberal Studies, Western 
Washington University, USA. 


6. Mr. S. B. Pillay, Principal Director, Audit Board, Kolkata. 

7. Mr. Y. R. Bhusal, Royal Nepalese Consul General, Kolkata. 
8. 
9. 
1 


Mr. Sanjay Garg, Assistant Director, National Archiyes of India, New Delhi. 
Dr. L. Das Mahapatra, National Archives of India, Bhubaneshwar, Orissa. 


0.Mr. Lorenzo Amberg, Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of Switzerland, 


New Delhi. 


11.Mr. Hafiz Md. Ikramuddin, Qasmi Najim Madrasa Arabia, Islamia 


Dumrawan, Bhagalpur, Bihar. 


12.Mr. K. C. Vaidya, Dept. of Library & Information Science, M S University 


of Baroda, Vadodara. 


Administration: 


The Administration of the National Library reported the following about: 


Retirement: 


1: Sh. Kanailal Dey, Mali tetired from service w.e.f. 31.8.2001. 

2. Sh. Mohanlal Dhanu, Guard retired from service w.e.f. 30.9.2001. 

3. Sh. Pran Krishna Chowdhury, Chowdhury retired from service w.e.f. 
30.11.2001. 


Obituary: 


1. Sh. Narayan Ch. Adhikary, Guard expired on 1.7.2001. 
2. Sh. Harekrishna Paul, Head Guard expired on 26.8.2001 .: 
3. Sh. Sitaram Das, Senior Assistant expired on 2.12.2001. 
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I AT. 


1. Author catalogue of printed books in Bengali language 





Vol. | A-F 1997 Rs. 296.00 
Vol. 2 G-I 1997 Rs. 328.00 
Vol. 3 M-R 1959 (old edition) Rs. 09.55 
Vol. 3 M-R 1997 Rs. 475.00 
Vol. 4 S-Z 1963 (old edition) Rs. 4.70 
2. Author catalogue of printed books in English language 
Vol. 1 Supplement 1962-80 Rs. 507.00 
Vol. 2 Supplement pt.1 1962-80 Rs.1604.00 
3. Author catalogue of printed books in European languages, 1941-64 
Vol. 1 A-B F 1941 Rs. 06.12 
Vol. 2 C-E 1942 , Rs. 06.00 
Vol. 3 F-H 1942 Rs. 06.10 
Vol. 4 — — 
Vol. 5 M 1953 Rs. 12.12 
Vol. 6 N-P 1954 Rs. 11.12 
Vol. 7 Q-R 1956 Rs. 06.75 
Vol. 8 s 1960 Rs. 0625 
Vol. 9 T-V 1963 Rs. 07.25 
Vol.10 W-Z 1964 Rs. 11.12 
4. Author catalogue of printed books in European languages, Supplement, 1951-61 
Vol. 1 A 1966 Rs. 16.50 
Vol. 2 B 1973 Rs. 13.50 
Vol. 3 C 1975 Rs. 12.00 
Vol. 4 D-E 1977 Rs. 60.00 
Vol. 5 F-G 1978 Rs. 35.00 
Vol. 6 H-I 1980 Rs. 55.00 
Vol. 7 J-L 1982 Rs. 56.00 
Vol. 8 M 1982 Rs. 67.00 
Vol. 9 N-R 1985 Rs.. 233.00 
Vol. 10 S 1985 Rs. 165.00 
Vol. 11 T-Z 1989 Rs. 297.00 
5. Author catalogue of printed books in Hindi language. 
Vol. 1 A-B 1991 Rs. 185.00 
6. Author catalogue of printed books in Tamil language. 
Vol. 1 A-K 1990 Rs. 70.00 
Vol. 2 S (supplement) Rs 165.00 
Author table for Indian names, 1961. Rs. | 9.50 


Asutosh collection Golden Jubilee volume, 1949-1999, 
Bibliography of dictionaries and encyclopedias in Indian languages, 
1964. Rs. 475 


wen 
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10. Bibliography of Indology. 


Vol. 1 Indian Anthropology 1960 Rs. 
Vol. 2 Indian Botany, pt. | A-J 1961 Rs. 
Vol. 2 Indian Botany, pt. 2 K-Z 1965 Rs. 
Vol. 3 Bengali language and 
Literature, pt. 1 1964 Rs. 
11. Bibliography of Nayaya Philosophy 1993 Rs. 
12. Bibliographical control in India, 1988 Rs. 
13. Brochure on National Library, 1992 Rs. 


14. Catalogue of periodicals, newspapers and gazettes, vol.1.1956 Rs. 


15. Catalogue of Persian manuscripts in Buhar collection, 1982. 


(Xeroxed bound volume, 1988) . Rs. 
16. Catalogue of Persian manuscripts of Sir Jadunath Sircar 
collection, 1972. (Xeroxed bound volume, 1988) Rs. 
17. Catalogue of printed books in the Asutosh collection: 
Vol. 1 Fine Arts 1958 Rs. 
Vol. 2 Literature (American & European) 1963 Rs. 
Vol. 3 History, Geography, Travels & Biography. 1978 Rs. 
Vol. 4 Science and Technology 1983 Rs. 
18. Catalogue of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit books, 
Supplement, 1947-1980 A-Z 1988 Rs. 
19. Conservation of library materials. 1985 Rs. 
20. Glimpses of India through western eyes. 1992 Rs. 
21. Index translationum. 1963 Rs. 
22. India's National Library by B S Kesavan. 1961 Rs. 
23. India's National Library: Systematization and modernization by 
Uma Majumdar. 1987 Rs. 
24. Indological studies and South Asia: Bibliography 1988 Rs. 
25. National Library and public library development: 150th 
anniversary of the Calcutta Public Library. 1987 Rs. 
26. Planning modernization and preservation: Programme in the 
South-Asian libraries. 1990 Rs. 
27. Preservation of documents by N. N. Sarkar 2000 * Rs. 


28. Rabindra grantha suchi in Bengali language, vol.1, pt.1. 1988 Rs. 


29. Tej Bahadur Sapru's correspondences: A check list. 1961 Rs. 
30. Set of post cards with pictures selected from the 


National Library's collection. Rs. 
31. Subject catalogue of printed books in European languages: 
Vol. 1 A 1951-61 1966 Rs. 
Vol. 2 B 1951-61 1973 Rs. 
32. Subject index to the Author catalogue: 
Ist supplement. 1929 Rs. 
2nd supplement. 1939 Rs. 
33. S. R. Ranganathan: A tribute. 1993 e Rs. 
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5.00 
825 


6.00 
346.00 
75.00 
43.00 


45.00 
40.00 


6.00 
11.00 
256.50 
95.00 


778.00 
78.00 
45.00 
12.00 
10.00 


210.00 
115.00 
169.00 


280.00 
810.00 
110.00 
13.40 


40.00 


15.00 
13.95 


325 
3.94 
83.00 





Application of computers in libraries’ —a practical training course for the 
benefit of librarians from different states of the north east of India 








Workshop on Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act, 1954 & Conservation of 
Cultural Heritage; Inauguration, Release of the National Library folder & 
Opening of the exhibition by Hon'ble Minister of Textile, Fisheries 
and Cultural Affairs, Assam Dr. Hemaprava Saikia. 





